
 
 
 

 
 

 

X-Spot 
 

I. Introduction: Although uncommon, incidence of X-spot as high as 86 percent was 
reported on unprotected 'Golden Delicious' and 'Rome Beauty' fruit in 1950. Other 
susceptible cultivars include 'Jonathan', 'Stayman Winesap', and 'York Imperial'. 

II. Symptoms: The names X-
spot, X-rot, and Nigrospora 
spot have been applied to a 
small, circular, depressed, 
necrotic spot typically on the 
calyx end of apple fruit in the 
mid-Atlantic region (photo 2-
43). A fungus has been 
associated with X-spot 
lesions, but the typical lesion 
symptom has not been 
duplicated by controlled 
inoculation. 

III. Disease Cycle: The identity of the causal organism has not been confirmed and the 
disease cycle has not been resolved. 

IV. Monitoring: Symptoms of this minor disease appear late in the season on 
susceptible cultivars such as 'Golden Delicious', 'Rome', 'Jonathan', 'Stayman Winesap' 
(photo 2-43), and 'York'. Infection may occur from July to September. Observe 25 apples 
on each sample tree for the presence of this disease where there has previously been a 
problem.  

V. Management:  Fungicides applied for summer diseases provide effective control of 
X-spot. 
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READ LABELS CAREFULLY AND USE CHEMICALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LABEL CAUTIONS, WARNINGS, AND 
DIRECTIONS.  REQUEST A MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET (MSDS) FROM THE MANUFACTURER FOR EACH PRODUCT 
YOU USE. 
 
Trade and brand names are used only for the purpose of information, and the West Virginia University Extension Service and/or 
West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer Sciences does not guarantee nor warrant the 
standard of the product, nor does it imply approval of the product to the exclusion of others, which may also be suitable.  The West 
Virginia University Extension Service and/or West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer 
Sciences assume no responsibility in the use of hazardous chemicals. 


