
 
 
 

 
 

 

Nectria Canker 
Nectria galligena 
 

I. Introduction: Nectria canker, caused by 
Nectria galligena Bres., is occasionally found 
on apple nursery stock shipped into the 
eastern United States. The economic effects of 
the disease in the East are minor.  

II. Symptoms: The fungus grows deep into 
the wood and kills new wound callus as it 
develops. This annual killing of successive 
layers of callus results in perennial, target-
like, zonate cankers (Photo 67). Eventually the 
cankers girdle the tree, resulting in a dieback 
of infected limbs or trees. The cankers are 
sometimes visible on the trunks of nursery 
trees at the time of planting, although latent 
infections can appear later in the season.  

III. Control: Nursery trees purchased from 
the western United States and Europe should 
be examined carefully for symptoms of the 
disease. Trees with cankers should be 
returned to the nursery for replacement or 
discarded.  
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READ LABELS CAREFULLY AND USE CHEMICALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LABEL CAUTIONS, WARNINGS, AND 
DIRECTIONS.  REQUEST A MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET (MSDS) FROM THE MANUFACTURER FOR EACH PRODUCT 
YOU USE. 
 
Trade and brand names are used only for the purpose of information, and the West Virginia University Extension Service and/or 
West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer Sciences does not guarantee nor warrant the 
standard of the product, nor does it imply approval of the product to the exclusion of others, which may also be suitable.  The West 
Virginia University Extension Service and/or West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer 
Sciences assume no responsibility in the use of hazardous chemicals. 

 

 


