
 
 
 

 
 

 

Nectria Twig Blight 
Nectria cinnabarina 
 
 

I. Introduction: Nectria twig blight is a minor disease that results in dieback of apple 
twigs. It is caused by the fungus Nectria cinnabarina (Tode) Fr., asexual state of 
Tubercularia vulgaris Tode. Recognition of the disease is important because it is often 
confused with fire blight, which requires different control measures.  

II. Symptoms: In late May to early June, 
shoot growth on infected twigs begins to 
wilt and die (Photo 64). Small, sunken 
cankers are found at the bases of the wilted 
shoots. Leaves on infected shoots appear to 
die from the base, not from the tip, as with 
fire blight, and no signs of blighted blossom 
clusters remain on the twigs. Shoot death 
may be extensive (Photo 65). In mid- to late 
summer, bright orange or coral-red 
structures (sporodochia) 1/8 to 1/6 inch in 
diameter appear on the surface of the 
cankers (Photo 66). Orange sporodochia are 
also often associated with pruning wounds 
and winter-injured tissues on apple. In 
autumn, the fungus produces clusters of 
small, dark red, globular perithecia, but 
these structures are rarely present in the 
eastern United States.  

III Disease Cycle: Optimum fungal growth occurs in culture at 70 degrees F, with 
moderate growth at 80 to 85 degrees F and limited growth at 37 degrees F. Wounds from 
fruit harvest, which probably take a long time to heal late in the season, combined with 
prolonged periods of wet weather after harvest, appear to favor the establishment of 
infection. The disease has been noted primarily on cultivars with a large cluster-bud 
base, such as Rome Beauty, Ben Davis and Northern Spy.  
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IV Control: The disease is not usually severe enough to require special control 
measures. As a result, chemical control procedures have not been developed. Removal 
of infected twigs helps reduce the carryover of inoculum.  
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READ LABELS CAREFULLY AND USE CHEMICALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LABEL CAUTIONS, WARNINGS, AND 
DIRECTIONS.  REQUEST A MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET (MSDS) FROM THE MANUFACTURER FOR EACH PRODUCT 
YOU USE. 
 
Trade and brand names are used only for the purpose of information, and the West Virginia University Extension Service and/or 
West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer Sciences does not guarantee nor warrant the 
standard of the product, nor does it imply approval of the product to the exclusion of others, which may also be suitable.  The West 
Virginia University Extension Service and/or West Virginia University Davis College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer 
Sciences assume no responsibility in the use of hazardous chemicals. 

   


